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for very serious crimes?" wrote the anonymous bureaucrat.
Dostoevsky had even prepared an additional text to explain
that loss of freedom took away the prisoners' appetite for
rye bread so justly reputed in Russia. But on November 12,
1860, the Ministry of the Interior, overriding the objections
of the board of censorship, authorized the publication of
The House of the Dead, provided that certain "indecent
expressions" be eliminated.
The publication of The Insulted and Injured and The
House of the Dead in Time brought new readers to the
magazine. In 1861, it had 2,300 subscribers; in 1862, their
number increased to 4,302. Mikhail liquidated his cigarette
business to give all his time to the magazine. He and Feodor
determined the editorial policy and advised the contributors.
The young writers and critics of this group had courage and
faith, and were convinced that they were working for Rus-
sia and the world.
Meanwhile important political events followed one an-
other with increasing rapidity. On February 19, 1861, an
edict of Alexander II emancipated the serfs of the empire.
But the reform had been too long in coming; it had been too
much discussed to satisfy public opinion. In the words of
Chelgunov, "When all that remained to be done was to write
the statutes of February 19, society had had time to think of
other things." The radicals were eager for action. In London,
Herzen, the revolutionary exile, wrote in his journal, The
Belly "When the generals and functionaries began to apply
the new law, the people realized that they were receiving
freedom only in words, not deeds. . . . A new form of serf-
dom has been created." (July i, 1861.) A few months later
he wrote, "Listen! From all the corners of our immense